
The period of Kierkegaard’s life corresponds to Denmark’s “Golden 

Age,” which is conventionally used to refer to the period covering 

roughly the first half of the nineteenth century, when Denmark’s 

most important writers, philosophers, theologians, poets, actors and 

artists flourished. Kierkegaard was often in dialogue with his fellow 

Danes on key issues of the day. His authorship would be unthinkable 

without reference to the Danish State Church, the Royal Theater, the 

University of Copenhagen or the various Danish newspapers and 

journals, such as The Corsair, Fædrelandet, and Kjøbenhavns flyvende 

Post, which played an undeniable role in shaping his development.

The present volume features articles that employ source-work 

research in order to explore the individual Danish sources of 

Kierkegaard’s thought. The volume is divided into three tomes in order 

to cover the different fields of influence.

Tome II is dedicated to the host of Danish theologians who played 

a greater or lesser role in shaping Kierkegaard’s thought. In his 

day there were a number of competing theological trends both 

within the church and at the Faculty of Theology at the University 

of Copenhagen, and not least of all in the blossoming free church 

movements. These included rationalism, Grundtvigianism and 

Hegelianism. In this quite dynamic period in Danish ecclesial history, 

Kierkegaard was also exercised by a number of leading personalities 
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in the church as they attempted to come to terms with key issues such 

as baptism, civil marriage, the revision of the traditional psalm book, 

and the relation of church and state. 

Contents: Adolph Peter Adler: a stumbling-block and an inspiration 

for Kierkegaard, Carl Henrik Koch; Nicolai Edinger Balle: the 

reception of his Lærebog in Denmark, and in Kierkegaard’s 

authorship, Christopher B. Barnett; Henrik Nicolai Clausen: the 

voice of urbane rationalism, Hugh S. Pyper; Magnús Eiríksson: an 

opponent of Martensen and an unwelcome ally of Kierkegaard, 

Gerhard Schreiber; Nikolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig: the matchless 

giant, Anders Holm; Hans Frederik Helveg: a receptive Grundtvigian, 

Søren Jensen; Peter Christian Kierkegaard: a man with a difficult 

family heritage, Thorkild C. Lyby; Jacob Christian Lindberg: an 

acceptable Grundtvigian, Søren Jensen; Hans Lassen Martensen: a 

speculative theologian determining the agenda of the day, Curtis L. 

Thompson; Jakob Peter Mynster: a guiding thread in Kierkegaard’s 

authorship?, Christian Fink Tolstrup; Just H.V. Paulli: Mynster’s son-

in-law, Søren Jensen; Andreas Gottlob Rudelbach: Kierkegaard’s 

idea of an ‘orthodox’ theologian, Søren Jensen; Eggert Christopher 

Tryde: a mediator of Christianity and a representative of the official 

Christendom, Jon Stewart; Indexes.
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