
Tome I is dedicated to the reception of Kierkegaard among German 

Protestant theologians and religious thinkers. The writings of some 

of these figures turned out to be instrumental for Kierkegaard’s 

breakthrough internationally shortly after the turn of the twentieth 

century. Leading figures of the movement of “dialectical 

theology” such as Karl Barth, Emil Brunner, Paul Tillich and Rudolf 

Bultmann spawned a steadily growing awareness of and interest 

in Kierkegaard’s thought among generations of German theology 

students. Emanuel Hirsch was greatly influenced by Kierkegaard 

and proved instrumental in disseminating his thought by producing 

the first complete German edition of Kierkegaard’s published works. 

Both Barth and Hirsch established unique ways of reading and 

appropriating Kierkegaard, which to a certain degree determined the 

direction and course of Kierkegaard studies right up to our own times. 
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